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To  the  Chairman, 
of  the  Richmond  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956. 

The  report  follows  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

The  vital  statistics  may  again  be  considered  satisfactory; 
the  resident  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- General 
is  29,330,  very  similar  to  that  for  mid-year,  1955. 

Both  the  birth  and  death  rates  have  been  multiplied  by  the 
Comparability  Factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  and 
the  birth  rate  at  22.64  is  again  higher  than  that  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  is  15.7;  the  death  rate  at  10.20,  lower  than  in 
1955  (14.60)  is  lower  than  the  national  rate  at  11.7. 

There  were  8  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  (9  in  1955); 
and  of  these  deaths  7  were  under  4  weeks  of  age;  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  at  17.35  (19.48  in  the  year  1955),  is  lower  than 
the  England  and  Wales  rate  at  23.8. 

Prematurity  is  still  a  main  factor  accounting  for  these 
infantile  deaths. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  District 
since  1951. 

On  considering  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  District,  168, 
it  must  be  recalled  that  deaths  in  hospitals  within  the  district  of 
persons  normally  domiciled  in  areas  outside  the  district,  and  who 
have  been  three  months,  or  longer  in  that  hospital  are  not  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  outside  authority,  but  retained  as  deaths  in  the  area 
where  the  hospital  is  situated.  This  factor  quite  definitely 
increases  the  death  rate. 

On  analysis,  heart  disease  again  heads  the  list  with  48 
deaths  (the  same  number  as  in  1955),  followed  closely  by  cancer 
with  41  deaths  (35  in  1955),  and  vascular  diseases  of  the  ner¬ 
vous  system  with  20  deaths  (24  in  1955).  There  were  no 
deaths  from  tuberculosis,  but  9  deaths  were  due  to  pneumonia. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  less  than  in  1955, 
the  latter  year  was  a  “  Measles  Year,”  and  1956  was  not  so, 
only  21  measles  cases  were  recorded  and  these  were  scattered 
in  location  and  throughout  the  quarters  of  the  year. 
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Two  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  at  Catterick  Camp 
occurred  (1)  onset  31st  May  when  7  soldiers  were  notified, 
source  of  infection  unknown  and  (2)  18  soldiers  notified  28th 
October,  the  suspected  source  of  infection  was  “  canned  peas.” 
Twelve  cases  of  whooping  cough  occurred  in  Catterick  Camp 
and  in  all  45  cases  were  reported  in  the  area  during  the  year, 
these  were  scattered  in  10  different  parishes.  Five  adults  and 
two  children  were  notified  suffering  from  mild  scarlet  fever. 
Primary  pneumonia  accounted  for  8  adults  and  2  children 
notified,  most  of  the  cases  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  (4  in 
October),  there  were  also  2  in  March  and  December,  one  in 
June  and  November.  Two  cases  of  Sonne  dysentry  were 
reported— one  a  soldier  in  March,  and  the  other  a  school  child 
in  June.  Paratyphoid  ‘  B,’  an  isolated  case,  occurred  at  Cat¬ 
terick  which  had  most  probably  been  infected  outside  this  area 
and  the  patient  made  a  good  recovery.  One  case  of  meningo¬ 
coccal  infection  in  February  made  a  good  recovery  at  Darlington 
I.D.  Hospital. 

Poliomyelitis:  Five  cases  were  notified  in  1956  in  the 
area :  —  (a)  male,  aged  3  years,  at  Newsham  in  April,  paralytic. 

(b)  female,  aged  4  years,  at  Ravensworth  in  April,  non-paralytic. 

(c)  female,  10  years,  at  Military  Families’  Hospital,  Catterick 
Camp  in  May,  paralytic,  (d)  female,  4  years,  at  Scorton,  non¬ 
paralytic,  and  (e)  male,  aged  1  year,  at  Marske,  non-paralytic. 

None  of  these  cases  had  been  immunised  and  all  made 
good  recoveries.  It  is  possible  that  the  first  two  cases  may 
have  had  an  infective  link  indirectly  at  Ravensworth  School, 
but  no  known  source  of  infection  could  be  incriminated. 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  commenced  in  certain 
limited  age  groups  in  May  and  June,  and  continued  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  but  the  numbers  were  small  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
vaccine  which  is,  of  course,  supplied  through  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

In  contrast  with  the  year  1955  the  summer  of  1956  was 
generally  cool  and  rainy. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

In  October  1956  a  female  aged  circa  65  years  and  living 
alone  at  Middleton  Tyas  under  very  unsanitary  conditions,  was 
reported  to  the  Council  for  necessary  action.  This  case  came 
before  the  Scorton  Court  and  eventually  she  was  admitted  to 
Part  IIIAccommodation  at  Leyburn  Hostel. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  provision  of  proper 
sewerage  disposal  schemes  is  urgently  required  at  Tunstall 
Village,  and  improvements  to  the  existing  schemes  for  the 
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villages  of  Middleton  Tyas  and  Melsonby  are  also  a  matter  of 
high  priority.  Dalton.,  Moulton  and  Ravensworth  are  also 
villages  high  on  the  waiting  list  for  attention  in  this  respect. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  “  green  light  ”  has  been 
given  by  the  Ministry  for  the  projected  scheme  at  Eppleby 
Village. 

Further  details  will  be  found  in  the  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  Report. 

Water  Supplies.  Details  of  samples  taken  and  results 
will  be  found  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 

Housing.  Similarly,  the  details  will  be  seen  on  reference 
to  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 

F.  W.  GAVIN,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health :  F.  W.  GAVIN, 

M.D.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Public  Health  Inspector:  S.  V.  NEEDHAM, 

M.P.H.I.A.,  C.R.S.I.,  C.I.S.B.,  D.R.I.P.H.H. 

Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector:  S.  BURNS, 

M.P.H.I.A.,  C.R.S.I.,  C.I.S.B., 
R.S.I.,  MEAT  CERT. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ...  ...  78,681 

Resident  Population,  Registrar- 

General’s  mid-year  estimate,  1956  29,330 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  3,279 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1956  ...  £176,560 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  £930 

Rate  in  £  levied  at  1st  April,  1956  ...  13/4 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births.  The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the 
District  during  the  year  was  461,  as  against  462  in  1955.  The 
birth  rate  comparisons  shows  that  the  rate  for  the  District  is 
again  higher  than  that  for  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  still  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
8,  as  against  14  for  1955,  the  rate  being  lower  than  that  for  the 
rest  of  England  and  Wales. 
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Birth  Rate  Comparisons — Live  Births  per  1,000  population 

(As  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  Registrar-General) 


Still  Births  per  1 ,000  Live 

and  Still 

Births 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Richmond  Rural  District, 

1956 

22.64 

17.35 

Richmond  Rural  District, 

1955 

22.46 

42.63 

England  and  Wales,  1956 

15.70 

23.00 

Analysis 

of  Births 

1955 

1956 

Live  Births:  — 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Legitimate 

234 

216 

232 

216 

Illegitimate  ... 

9 

3 

7 

6 

Totals  ... 

243 

219 

239 

222 

Still  Births  :  — 

Legitimate 

7 

6 

5 

3 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

Totals  ... 

7 

7 

5 

3 

Deaths.  Maternal  Mortality.  During  1956  there  was  no 
case  of  a  woman  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  in 
the  District,  as  in  1955. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  Comparisons  per  1,000  total  Births 

Richmond  Rural  District,  1956  ...  0.00 

Richmond  Rural  District,  1955  ...  0.00 

England  and  Wales,  1956  ...  ...  0.64 

Infantile  Mortality.  The  number  of  infants  (under 
one  year)  who  died  during  the  year  was  8,  as  against  9  in  1955, 
the  rate  being  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Four 
of  these  infants  died  from  Prematurity. 

Infantile  Mortality  Comparisons  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Richmond  Rural  District,  1955  ...  19.48 

Richmond  Rural  District,  1956  ...  17.35 

England  and  Wales,  1956  ...  ...  23.80 

Deaths  from  All  Causes.  During  the  year  1956  there 
were  168  deaths  from  all  causes  registered  in  the  District,  as 
against  181  in  1955.  The  death  rate  is  higher  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  it  is  noted  that  62  deaths  were  in  the 
55/74  and  58  in  the  over-75  years  of  age  groups;  these  may  be 
compared  with  82  in  the  first  and  45  in  the  second  age  group 
for  1955. 


4 


Death  Rates  Comparisons.  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

(As  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  Registrar-General) 

Richmond  Rural  District,  1955  ...  14.60 

Richmond  Rural  District,  1956  ...  10.20 

England  and  Wales,  1956  ...  ...  11.70 

Causes  of  All  Deaths 

1955  1956 


M 

F 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

— 

- — - 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

6 

1 

3 

4 

Bronchus 

6 

• — 

— 

— - 

Breast  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Uterus 

— 

2 

- — 

• — 

Lung  . 

— 

_ — . 

7 

1 

Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

15 

8 

10 

7 

Leukaemia 

1 

— - 

— - 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  Systems  .. 

12 

8 

16 

8 

Coronary  Diseases,  Angina 

20 

1 

20 

5 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

5 

— . 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

15 

9 

13 

5 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

4 

6 

2 

Pneumonia 

8 

1 

5 

— 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

3 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

— 

— ■ 

2 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

3 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

9 

3 

11 

4 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

6 

— 

4 

1 

All  other  Accidents 

5 

— 

5 

3 

Suicide  ... 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Homicide 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

124 

44 

128 

53 

5 


Number  of  Deaths  from  the  Seven  Chief  Causes 


Rates  and  Comparisons  with  Previous  Year 

per  1,000  population 


Cancer 

Heart  Diseases 

Respiratory  Disease  (not  T/B) 

T/B — Pulmonary 
T  /B — Non-pulmonary 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  Systems 


1955 


1956 


No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

35 

1.18 

41 

1.40 

48 

1.62 

48 

1.63 

13 

.44 

12 

.40 

1 

.035 

— — 

— 

1 

.035 

— 

— 

8 

.27 

11 

.37 

24 

.81 

20 

.70 

130 

4.39 

132 

4.50 

Comp 

arisons 

with 

1955 

1955 

1956 

Under  1  year 

9 

8 

From  1  to  24  years 

20 

9 

From  25  to  54  years 

25 

31 

From  55  to  64  years 

24 

24 

From  65  to  74  years 

58 

38 

Over  75  years 

45 

58 

Totals  ... 

181 

168 

Infectious  Diseases — Compa 

rison  with  1955 

1955 

1956 

No.  of  Cases 

No.  of  Cases 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

14 

7 

Measles 

244 

21 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

31 

10 

Chicken  Pox 

20 

36 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

25 

45 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Paralytic 

2 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Non-paralytic 

1 

3 

Dysentery  ... 

36 

2 

Malaria 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

1 

1 

German  Measles 

5 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

25 

Paratyphoid 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

386 

160 
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Tuberculosis.  In  1956  there  were  10  notifications  of 
tuberculosis,  as  compared  with  13  in  1955.  The  analysis  of 
these  and  the  deaths  from  the  same  disease  during  the  years  are 
given  below :  — 


Analysis  of  Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 


Notifications 

Deaths 

1955 

1956 

1955  1956 

Pulmonary 

12 

9 

1  — 

Non-pulmonary  ... 

1 

1 

1  — 

Totals  . 

13 

10 

2  — 

Yaccinahons  and  Immunisations.  The  number  of 
vaccinations  and  immunisations  carried  out  in  the  District  in 
1956  are  as  follows:  — 


Under  5  years  Over  5  years 


Vaccinations  in  1955 

279 

188 

Vaccinations  in  1956 

256 

167 

Immunisations  in  1955  ... 

237 

65 

Immunisations  in  1956  ... 

246 

39 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  ACT,  1946 


Section  22. 
Section  23. 
Section  24. 
Section  25. 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 
Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 


Seven  District  Nurse/Midwives  and  one  full-time  Health 
Visitor,  employed  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council,  carry 
out  the  duties  required  by  the  above  four  Sections  of  the  Act 
in  the  District.  As  these  nurses’  districts  border  on  adjacent 
authorities,  accurate  figures  of  their  nursing  visits  in  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Rural  District  are  not  available,  but  their  total  figures  of 
visits  are  as  follows :  — 


1955 

1956 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

4375 

3175 

Health  Visiting  . 

6976 

6767 

Home  Nursing 

5704 

3349 

The  majority  of  these  visits  refer  to  Richmond  Rural 
District. 
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There  are  four  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  District,  at 
Catterick  Camp,  Catterick  Village,  Middleton  Tyas  and 
Scorton.  The  Catterick  Camp  Centre,  which  has  weekly 
sessions,  is  attended  by  a  lady  doctor  employed  by  the  North 
Riding  County  Council,  whilst  the  other  three  are  attended  by 
local  medical  practitioners,  Catterick  Village  Centre  having 
fortnightly  sessions,  Middleton  Tyas  and  Scorton  holding 
monthly  sessions. 


Total  Number  of  Attendances  of  Children  at 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  compared  with  previous  year 


1955 

1956 

Catterick  Camp 

2365 

2551 

Catterick  Village 

598 

727 

Middleton  Tyas 

250 

286 

Scorton 

165 

127 

All  the  Centres  are  well  attended  by  mothers  and  their 
children,  particularly  at  the  Catterick  Camp  Centre,  where  the 
greatest  concentration  of  population  in  the  District  occurs. 

Section  27.  Ambulance  Service.  This  service  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council  from  the  Ambulance 
Station  at  Richmond,  which  has  a  staff  of  one  Driver/Foreman, 
one  Shift  Leader  and  5  Driver/ Attendants  and,  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  Hospital  Car  Service,  covers  the  Borough  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Richmond,  Croft,  Startforth 
and  Reeth. 

Section  28.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 
The  work  of  vaccination  and  immunisation,  together  with  the 
advice  given  by  those  working  in  the  Public  Health  Service- 
Inspectors,  Midwives,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Workers, 
Doctors  and  Nurses,  must  all  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the 
general  health  of  the  community. 

Section  29.  Domestic  Help  Service.  This  service  is 
provided  by  arrangement  with  the  North  Riding  County  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  during  1956,  30  cases  received  service,  the  analysis  and 
comparison  with  the  previous  year  being  as  follows :  — 
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1956 

1955 

Category 

1956 

1955 

No.  of  Cases 

No.  of  Hours 

8 

11 

Sickness  of  Housewife 

1019 

1499 

8 

6 

Domiciliary  Confinement 

359 

430 

14 

10 

Chronic  Sick 

4769 

2830 

—  4 

Tuberculosis 

— . 

250 

30 

31 

6147 

5009 

Section  51.  Mental  Health.  There  are  no  Mental  Health 
Committees  in  the  District. 

Dental  Services.  This  service  is  provided  by  the  North 
Riding  County  Council. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47.  One 

case,  a  female,  aged  approximately  65,  was  removed  from 
Middleton  Tyas  to  Leybum  Hostel  on  a  Court  Order  during 
the  year,  this  being  the  first  case  removed  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years. 

The  remainder  of  this  report  has  been  compiled  by  your 
Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  Needham,  and  his  staff,  and  I 
now  place  on  record  my  thanks  to  him  and  them,  for  their 
constant  help  and  conscientious  work  throughout  the  year,  which 
for  them,  was  a  difficult  year  owing  to  sickness. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Mr.  Needham  absent  from  duty  (sick  leave)  from  27th 
April,  1956,  to  20th  January,  1957,  inclusive. 

Mr.  Bums  absent  from  duty  (Annual  leave)  from  21st 
July,  1956,  to  28th  July,  1956,  and  from  4th  September,  1956, 
to  8th  September,  1956,  inclusive. 

Mr.  Burns  absent  from  duty  (sick  leave)  from  30th 
October,  1956,  to  12th  November,  1956,  and  from  17th 
November,  1956,  to  6th  December,  1956,  inclusive. 

Mr.  Burns  terminated  his  appointment  with  the  Council 
on  4th  January,  1957. 

(Mr.  Newman  did  not  commence  duty  until  25th  March, 
1957.) 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


I.  Particulars  of  Water  Supplies. 

Particulars  of  the  existing  water  supplies  are  as  follows :  — 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

Council’s 

Council’s 

Council’s 

Private 

Individual 

Gandale 

Crumma 

Separate 

Supplies 

Wells  and 

Supply  * 

Supply  * 

Systems 

(piped) 

Springs 

(piped) 

(piped) 

(piped) 

Appleton  (part) 

Aldbrough-St.- 

Downholme 

Appleton  (part) 

New  Forest 

Bolton-on-  Swale 

John 

Hudswell  and 

Aske 

Stainton 

Brompton-on- 

Caldwell 

Sleegill 

Easby 

Walburn 

Swale 

Carkin  and 

Gilling  (part) 

Brough 

Forcett 

Marske 

Catterick 

Dalton 

Middleton 

Colburn 

Eppleby 

Tyas  (part) 

Ellerton-on- 

Gayles 

St.  Martin 

Swale 

Gilling  (part) 

North  Cowton 

Kirby  Hill 

Scorton 

Layton,  East 

Scotton 

Layton,  West 

W.D.  Supply: 

Tunstall 

Melsonby 

Middleton 

Hipswell  * 

Tyas  (part) 
Moulton 
Newsham 
Ravensworth 

Skeeby 

Stanwick-St.- 

John 

Uckerby 

Whashton 

*  Denotes  chlorinated  supplies. 


2.  Particulars  of  the  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  supplied 
from  Public  and  Private  Water  Supplies. 

The  following  figures  are  based  on  a  survey  of  properties; 
estimates  being  provided  where  information  is  not  available :  — 

Council-owned  piped  supplies 

Number  of  houses  with  an  individual  supply 

indoors  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,140 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipes  ...  232 


2,372 


Privately-owned  supplies 

Number  of  houses  with  individual  piped  sup¬ 
plies  and  supplied  by  standpipes  ...  396 

Number  of  houses  with  individual  wells,  springs 

and  pumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  493 

Number  of  houses  without  a  water  supply  ...  13 

3,279 


3.  Bacteriological  Examinations— -Council's  Wafer  Supplies. 

Twenty  samples  of  the  Council’s  piped  water  supplies 
were  collected  during  the  year.  The  particulars  and  summarised 
results  of  these  examinations  are  set  out  in  Table  I  appended  to 
this  Report. 

4.  Quality  of  the  Council's  Water  Supplies. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Council’s  Regional 
Water  Scheme,  there  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in 
the  quality  of  the  Council’s  water  supplies. 

5.  Action  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of  Contamination. 

The  results  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  of  water 
supplies  were  reported  to  the  Council. 

The  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  is  responsible  for 
the  maintenance  and  distribution  of  water  supplies. 

6.  Quantity  of  Council's  Water  Supplies. 

Water  supplies  throughout  the  District  were  adequate 
during  the  year  under  review. 

An  adequate  water  supply  is  now  available  to  the  majority 
of  villages  within  the  Council’s  district. 
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7.  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Private  Water  Supplies. 


Twenty-two  samples  of  water  were  collected  from  private 
supplies  during  the  year.  The  following  are  the  particulars 
and  the  summarised  result  of  these  examinations :  — 


Date  of 

Probable  number  of 
coiiform  bacilli 

faecal  coli 

System 

Sample 

per  1 00ml. 

per  lOOml. 

Dalton 

5/7/56 

180  + 

180  + 

Dalton 

5/7/56 

10 

3 

Dalton 

28/8/56 

160 

50 

Dalton 

28/8/56 

90 

35 

Layton,  West 

29/10/56 

30 

30 

Layton,  West 

6/12/56 

5 

5 

Layton,  West 

6/12/56 

4 

1 

Layton,  West 

12/12/56 

7 

3 

Marske 

2/10/56 

180  + 

180  + 

Middleton  Tyas 

5/7/56 

35 

8 

Moulton 

5/7/56 

35 

8 

Moulton 

13/8/56 

20 

20 

Moulton 

13/8/56 

90 

25 

Moulton 

23/8/56 

160 

30 

Moulton 

23/8/56 

180  + 

180  + 

Moulton 

23/8/56 

0 

0 

Scorton 

20/7/56 

160 

30 

Scorton 

20/7/56 

180  + 

8 

Scorton 

20/7/56 

180+ 

180  + 

Skeeby 

25/5/56 

25 

25 

Skeeby 

25/5/56 

180 

180 

St.  Martins 

2/10/56 

25 

25 

In  addition 

to  the  above, 

the  County  Health 

Inspector 

collected  samples  of  water  from  schools  supplied  from  private 

systems.  Details 

;  of  the  results  of  these  examinations  are 

appended  hereunder :  — 

Dale  of 

Probable  number  of 
coiiform  bacilli 

faecal  coli 

System 

Sample 

per  100ml. 

per  1 00ml. 

Marske 

21/3/56 

180  + 

50 

Marske 

30/5/56 

0 

0 

Marske 

10/9/56 

90 

50 

Marske 

14/11/56 

14 

1 

Middleton  Tyas 

23/7/56 

180 

180 

Middleton  Tyas 

8/10/56 

17 

7 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


8.  Portion  of  District  still  requiring  Sewerage  Systems. 

The  following  Parishes  remain  unsewered :  — 

Appleton*,  Aske*,  Brough*,  Caldwell,  Carkin  and  Force tt*, 
Colburn  (village),  Dalton,  Downholme,  Easby*,  Ellerton-on- 
Swale*,  Eppleby,  Gayles,  Hipswell  (part),  Kirby  Hill,  Layton 
East,  Layton  West*,  Marske,  Moulton,  New  Forest*,  Ravens- 
worth,  Stainton*,  Stanwick-St.-John*,  Tunstall,  Uckerby*, 
Walburn*,  and  Whashton. 

*  Denotes  small  estates  and  isolated  properties. 

Although  it  is  desirable  that  all  the  larger  villages  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  proper  sewerage  facilities  at  an  early  date,  a  proper 
sewerage  scheme  is  urgently  required  for  the  village  of  Tunstall. 
Insanitary  conditions  arising  from  the  lack  of  a  proper  sewerage 
system  at  Tunstall  constitute  a  potential  menace  to  public 
health. 

The  sewage  works  at  Middlton  Tyas  and  Melsonby  should 
be  reconstructed  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  owing  to  their  bad  con¬ 
dition  and  the  fact  that  they  are  inadequate  for  the  respective 
villages. 

9.  Sewerage  Schemes. 

The  sewerage  scheme  for  Aldbrough-St.-John  was  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year  under  review.  Works  in  connection  with 
extensions  to  Scorton  sewage  disposal  works  were  also  completed 
during  1956.  Work  in  connection  with  Gilling  sewerage  scheme 
continued  during  the  year. 

The  work  of  providing  a  proper  sewerage  system  to  the 
village  of  North  Cowton  was  commenced  during  the  year.  The 
reconstruction  of  Catterick  sewage  disposal  works  commenced 
during  the  year. 


10.  Sanitary  Accomodation-Conversion  Scheme. 

As  villages  are  provided  with  a  water  carriage  system  and 
sewage  disposal  works,  every  endeavour  should  be  made  to 
secure  the  conversion  of  existing  insanitary  conservancy  systems. 

The  adoption  by  the  Council  of  a  “  conversion  grant  ” 
scheme  for  the  provision  of  water  closets  in  place  of  conservancy 
type  closets,  is  considered  desirable. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


I  I.  Refuse  Collection  Service. 

This  service  continues  to  be  operated  by  direct  labour, 
administered  by  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  A  weekly 
collection  is  maintained  from  the  centered  population  through¬ 
out  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  New  Forest,  Stainton  and 
Walbum,  and  part  of  Catterick  Carnp — which  is  collected  by 
the  Military  Authorities. 

The  total  cost  of  providing  this  service  for  the  year  1956 
was  £2,036  as  compared  with  £2,030  19s.  8d.  for  the  year  1955. 

The  method  of  disposal  employed  is  by  tipping,  which  is 
controlled  as  far  as  possible,  and  as  top  soil  is  available. 

HOUSING 

12.  Improvement  Grants— Housing  Act,  1949  and  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Of  the  34  applications  for  grants  received  during  the  year, 
30  were  granted  by  the  Council.  This  is  an  increase  on  the 
previous  year,  when  22  grants  were  made  by  the  Council. 

13.  Number  of  Houses  erected  by  the  Council. 

Eight  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

14.  Private  Enterprise  Building. 

Seven  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
year  under  review. 

15.  Housing  Survey. 

Survey  progress  was  seriously  impeded  during  the  year 
due  to  prolonged  absence  of  staff  through  illness. 

Forty-four  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and 
details  of  the  categories  into  which  these  houses  were  placed 


are  as  follows:  — 

1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects  ...  ...  ...  27 

2.  Minor  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

3.  Requiring  repairs  or  structural  alterations  ...  6 

4.  Suitable  for  improvement  ...  ...  ...  — 

5.  Unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


As  at  31st  December,  1956,  there  were  3,279  dwellings 
within  the  district,  excluding  W.D.  owned  quarters  at  Catterick 
Camp  and  R.A.F.  owned  quarters  at  Catterick  Village. 
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Included  in  this  figure  (3,279)  are  677  Council  houses  and  some 
390  farm  houses,  the  latter  being  excluded  from  the  survey. 

Details  of  the  houses  inspected  up  to  31st  March,  1957, 
are  as  follows :  — 


1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

2.  Minor  defects 

3.  Requiring  repairs  or  structural  alterations 

4.  Suitable  for  improvement 

5.  Unfit  for  habitation 


580 

599 

611 

(97) 

154 


1,944 


Twenty-nine  unfit  houses  were  considered  suitable  for 
clearance  area  action  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
and  details  were  accordingly  submitted  to  the  Council  for  con¬ 
sideration.  The  Council  have  not,  however,  declared  any  blocks 
of  worn-out  houses  to  be  clearance  areas  to  date. 


16.  Overcrowding. 

No  action  in  respect  of  overcrowding  was  taken  during  the 

year. 


17.  Action  taken  during  the  year  ended  3  1st  March,  1957. 

Details  of  action  taken  in  respect  of  housing  during  the 
year  are  as  follows :  — - 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  10 

Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  9  ...  — 

Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  11  ...  8 


18.  Summary  of  Public  Health  Inspectors'  Visits  during  the 
year. 

Housing  :  — 

No.  of  Visits 


Under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  27 

Under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  184 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  13 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  27 


254 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


19.  Inspection  of  Meat. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  and  inspected  at 
the  three  slaughterhouses  within  the  Council’s  district :  — 

Beasts  Calves  Sheep  and  Lambs  Pigs  Total 
248  4  659  333  1,244 

20.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-1954. 

Nine  licences  were  granted  to  persons  to  slaughter  animals 
during  the  year  under  review. 


21.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  !949~— 

1954. 

During  the  year  14  licences  were  granted  by  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  County  Council  for  the  production  of 
“T.T.”  milk  within  the  Council’s  district.  Six  “T.T.”  licences 
were  cancelled  and  two  “T.T.”  licences  were  revoked. 


22.  Prem  ises  used  for  the  Preparation  or  Sale  of  Food. 

Details  of  the  food  premises  within  the  Council’s  area  are 


as  follows :  — 

General  Stores  and  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  45 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Mobile  Fried  Fish  Units  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  Registered  for  the  sale  of  Pre-Packed 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Non-Licensed  Hotels  (holding  a  catering 

licence)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

School  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Canteens  (provided  for  Military  Personnel  ...  38 

Other  Catering  Premises  (including  two 

hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Total  ...  221 
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23.  Food  Hygiene. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  devote  the  desired  amount  of 
time  to  the  inspection  of  premises  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  due  to  the  prolonged  illness  of  staff  during  the 
year.  Inspections  have,  however,  been  made  as  and  when 
possible  and  the  implications  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
have  been  discussed  informally  with  food  traders  in  the  district. 

Pamphlets  setting  out  the  requirements  of  the  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  notices  bearing  the  words,  “  Now,  Please, 
Wash  Your  Hands,”  have  been  distributed  to  food  traders  with¬ 
in  the  district.  Notices,  signed  by  the  Medical  Officer,  request¬ 
ing  the  public  to  co-operate  in  keeping  dogs  out  of  food  shops, 
have  been  re-issued. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Licensing  Justices,  the  majority 
of  the  licensed  premises  within  the  Council’s  area  were  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  as  a  result  many  Owners  were  requested  to 
carry  out  alterations  and  improvements  in  order  to  bring  their 
premises  up  to  the  required  standard.  Particular  attention  was 
paid  to  beer  storage  facilities,  to  washing  up  facilities,  and 
sanitary  accommodation.  As  a  result  of  this  action,  the  majority 
of  the  licensed  premises  within  the  area  are  now  provided  with 
suitable  washing-up  facilities  and  satisfactory  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation. 


24.  Unsound  Food. 


In  response  to  complaints  the  following  items  of  food  were 
examined  during  the  year  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption :  — 


Quantity 

141b.  2ozs. 
61b. 

301b. 


Description 

Cooked  Boneless  Ham  (tinned). 
Corned  Beef  (tinned). 

Natural  Dried  Raisins. 


The  methods  used  for  the  disposal  of  unsound  food  are 
incineration  and  burial  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tips. 


25.  Milk  Samples. 

One  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  was  examined  during  the 
year.  The  sample  conformed  to  the  required  standard  in  both 
the  methylene  blue  and  the  phosphatase  tests. 
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26.  Summary  of  Public  Health  Inspectors'  Visits  during  the 
year. 

Food  Premises  and  Food  Inspection 


Meat  Inspection  visits  ...  ...  ...  244 

Visits  to  Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  to  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Visits  to  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Visits  to  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  2 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  11 

Visits  to  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  2 

Visits  to  Vans,  Street  Vendors,  etc.  ...  9 

Visits  to  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Visits  in  connection  with  Unsound  Food  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  5 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

27.  Infectious  Disease— Disinfection  of  Premises. 

Fifteen  premises  were  disinfected  during  the  year,  follow¬ 
ing  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


28.  Moveable  Dwellings. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  seven  licences  to  station  and  use  caravans  were  issued 
during  the  year.  The  licences  were  all  issued  subject  to  the 
usual  conditions  for  securing  sanitary  conditions. 

The  Council  granted  a  licence  for  an  additional  20  caravans 
in  respect  of  Swale- View  Camping  Ground,  thus  bringing  the 
total  number  of  caravans  permitted  on  this  site  to  70. 

29.  Informal  Action — Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Thirty-one  informal  notices,  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  were  served  in  respect  of  nuisances  during  the  year. 

30.  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Sixteen  inspections  were  made  under  the  Factories  Acts 
during  the  year. 
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31.  Summary  of  Public  Health  Inspectors'  Visits  during  the 

year. 

General  Sanitation: — 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  5 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  6 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  1 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shops  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Waste  Food  Plant  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  76 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

32.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  the  necessary  care  and  atten¬ 
tion,  one  person  was  removed  to  a  County  Home  after  a  Court 
Order  had  been  obtained. 

RODENT  AND  INSECT  CONTROL 

33.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  are  set  out  in  Table  II  appended 
to  the  report. 

The  income  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957, 
amounted  to  £347  17s.  Id.,  as  compared  with  £344  11s  Od. 
for  the  previous  year.  During  the  year  under  review  46  annual 
contracts  were  obtained,  representing  a  total  sum  of  £322  10s. 
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*  Denotes  chlorinated  supply 
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TABLE  II. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 
Report  for  12  months  ended  3 1  st  March,  1957. 


I  Total  number  of  prop¬ 
erties  in  the  District  ... 

II  Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a  result  of : 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise 

III  Number  of  properties 

which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by: 

(a)  Rats — Major 

—Minor 

(b)  Mice — Major 

— Minor 

IV  Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  treated  by  the 
Council  ... 

V  Total  treatments  carried 
out  including  re-treatments 

VI  Number  of  “ Block”  con¬ 
trol  schemes  carried  out  . 


T ype  of  Property 
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18 
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3098* 

—  14 

13 

27 

18  715 

72 

805 

—  44 

10 

54 

3 

— 
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3 

8 

14 

17 

39 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

11 

10 

18 

39 

19  1  29  59 
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Notes. 


*  Excluding  W.D.-owned  properties  at  Catterick  Camp  and 
R.A.F.-owned  properties  at  Catterick. 

(a)  With  the  exception  of  agricultural  properties,  a  property 
means  one  which  is  entered  separately  in  the  Valuation  Roll. 

(b)  Council-owned  houses  are  entered  in  Column  (2). 

(c)  Sewers  are  not  included. 

(d)  Combined  dwelling  and  business  premises,  where  occupied 
by  the  same  person,  are  regarded  as  business  premises  and 
entered  in  Column  (3).  Where  the  dwelling  and  business 
parts  are  in  separate  occupation,  separate  entries  are  made 
in  Columns  (2)  and  (3). 

(e)  Each  property  is  entered  once  only  in  respect  of  inspections, 
infestations  and  treatments. 
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